
STAFF REPORT 
CITY OF PALM DESERT 

CITY COUNCIL DEPARTMENT 
 
 

MEETING DATE: January 13, 2022 
 
PREPARED BY: Niamh M. Ortega, Deputy City Clerk  
 
REQUEST: Approval of the 2022 City Council Liaison Assignments  
 
 
 
Recommendation 
 

By Minute Motion, approve the 2022 City Council Liaison Assignments as 
proposed, or as may be modified during discussion at the meeting. 

 
Strategic Plan 
 
This request represents routine administrative business of the City. Although there is no 
specific Strategic Plan objective to associate with this item, it provides the City Council 
and the public with advance notice of liaisons to committees of interest to the community 
as well as information filed with the Fair Political Practices Commission relative to 
Councilmember stipends earned from outside appointments. 
 
Background Analysis 
 
The City of Palm Desert has formed a wide variety of committees and commissions over 
the years to act as advisory committees to the City Council. These committees enlist the 
expertise and guidance of many Palm Desert residents and community volunteers, and 
members of the City Council are appointed by the Mayor to serve as liaisons, working 
together towards a common goal. 
 
The 2022 City Council Liaison Assignments List was developed by the Mayor in 
consultation with her colleagues. In order to accommodate Councilmembers’ busy 
schedules, there is an allowance for Primary Attendee(s) to designate additional 
Councilmember alternates to attend various standing meetings on a case-by-case basis 
when both Primary Attendee(s) and Alternate(s) are unavailable.  
 
Committee and commission meetings have been conducted in a virtual setting through 
Zoom for much of the past year. Addressed in another staff report on the January 13, 
2022 Council meeting agenda, it is staff’s recommendation that these meetings continue 
virtually and be reassessed at a later time both with respect to the current public health 
conditions and available options with the pending technology upgrades to the 
Administrative Conference Room and the remodel of the Council Chambers. 





 2022 Council Liaison Assignments
GROUP ATTENDEE(S) ALTERNATE(S) MEETING DAY/TIME/LOCATION NOTES

Affordable Housing Policy Subcommittee Harnik, Kelly As needed Ad Hoc

Annexation Committee (Mayor & MPT) Harnik, Jonathan Councilmembers As needed

C V B Board (Greater Palm Springs CVB) Harnik Nestande/Councilmembers 3rd Friday - 8:00 a.m. Form 806

C V W D Water Issues  2x2 Committee  (“H202") Kelly, Nestande Councilmembers As scheduled Ad Hoc

California Joint Powers Ins. Authority Kelly
Risk Mgr/City Treas/ 
Councilmembers 4th Wed. - 5:30 p.m., CJPIA Ofc., LaPalma Form 806

Cannabis Regulation Subcommittee Harnik, Jonathan As scheduled Ad Hoc

Chamber of Commerce Bd. of Directors Nestande Kelly/Councilmembers 4th Tuesday - 7:30 a.m., Chamber Ofc.

Children’s Discovery Museum of the Desert                        Quintanilla Kelly/Councilmembers 4th Tuesday - 4:00 p.m.

City Selection Committee Mayor As needed

Coachella Valley Animal Campus Quintanilla Kelly/Councilmembers Quarterly 1st  Thursday - 9:30 a.m.

Coachella Valley Economic Partnership Bd. of Dir.  (CVEP) Harnik Nestande/Councilmembers 3rd Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.

Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy Kelly Jonathan/Councilmembers Bimonthly 2nd Monday - 3:00 p.m.

Committees/Commissions Subcommittee Harnik, Kelly As needed Ad Hoc

Cove Communities Public Safety Cmssn. (2-Cncl.) Nestande, Kelly Quintanilla/Councilmembers As scheduled

Cultural Arts Committee (formerly AIPP) Quintanilla Nestande/Councilmembers 2nd  Wednesday - 9:00 a.m., DSCR

Cultural Resources Preservation Committee Quintanilla Last Tuesday - 9:00 a.m.

CVAG Energy & Environmental Resources Committee Nestande Jonathan/Councilmembers 2nd Thursday - 12:00 p.m. Form 806

CVAG Executive Committee     (Mayor or Designee) Kelly Harnik Last Monday - 4:30 p.m.  (Gen. Assy. 6/2022) Form 806

CVAG Homelessness Committee Jonathan Kelly/Councilmembers 3rd Wednesday - 10:00 a.m. Form 806

CVAG Personnel Committee   (if applicable) Kelly As needed - Last Monday Form 806

CVAG Public Safety Committee Quintanilla Jonathan/Councilmembers 2nd Monday - 9:00 a.m. Form 806

CVAG Transportation Committee Harnik Kelly/Councilmembers 2nd Monday - 11:00 a.m. Form 806

CVAG-Coachella Valley Conservation Commission Kelly Nestande/Councilmembers 2nd Thursday - 11:00 a.m. Form 806

Desert Community Energy Board Jonathan Kelly 3rd Monday - CVAG Office - 2:30 p.m. 

Desert Library Zone Committee Nestande As needed

Desert Willow President’s Committee Jonathan Kelly/Councilmembers 3rd Tuesday - 10:00 a.m.

Desert Willow Resident Advisory Task Force Kelly As scheduled Ad Hoc

Economic Development Advisory Committee Jonathan, Kelly Nestande/Councilmembers As needed Ad Hoc

El Paseo Business Improvement District Board Harnik Nestande/Councilmembers 3rd Thursday - 8:00 a.m., ACR

Finance Committee (Palm Desert) (Mayor & MPT) Harnik, Jonathan Councilmembers Bimonthly 4th Tuesday - 10:00 a.m., NWCR

General Plan Working Group Harnik, Jonathan Nestande As scheduled Ad Hoc

Historical Society (Palm Desert)                     Kelly Nestande 3rd Tuesday - 5:30 p.m.

Homelessness Taskforce Subcommittee Jonathan, Quintanilla As needed Ad Hoc

Housing Commission (Palm Desert)            Kelly Quintanilla/Councilmembers 1st Wednesday - 3:30 p.m., NWCR

Jacqueline Cochran Regnl Airport Auth. [Thermal] Harnik Jonathan/Councilmembers Quarterly Form 806
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 2022 Council Liaison Assignments
GROUP ATTENDEE(S) ALTERNATE(S) MEETING DAY/TIME/LOCATION NOTES

Joslyn Center Board of Directors Liaison Kelly Harnik/Councilmembers 4th Tuesday - 4:00 p.m.
League of California Cities Annual Conf. - Voting       Delegate & 
Alternate     Kelly Harnik Sept 21 - 24, 2021

Legis.Review Cmte. (PD)     (Mayor & MPT) Harnik, Jonathan Fri. (As needed)-10:30 a.m., C/M Ofc
Living Desert Board of Trustees Advisory Council (+Mayor   as 
rotating position) Jonathan/Harnik Kelly/Councilmembers

4th Friday - 12:00 p.m. - 3 meetings/year - January, 
April, November

Marketing Committee (Palm Desert)                     Harnik, Nestande Jonathan/Councilmembers Bimonthly-1st Tues. - 3:00 p.m., ACR

McCallum Theatre Board Harnik Jonathan 3rd Monday - 9:30 a.m.

McCallum Theatre Education Policy Committee        Quintanilla Jan, March May, 3pm - 4:30pm

Outside Agency Fundg. Cmte.(PD) (Mayor & MPT) Harnik, Jonathan As needed

Palm Desert Recreational Facils. Corp. Nestande, Kelly 2nd Monday in June, C/M Office

Palm Desert Sister Cities Foundation                   Kelly Nestande/Councilmembers Monthly - 1st Tues. - 3:00 p.m., NWCR

Palm Desert-Rancho Mirage Corridor (Mayor & MPT) Harnik, Jonathan As needed

Palm Springs Art Museum Board Harnik Kelly/Councilmembers 2nd Friday - 1:15 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Commission (Palm Desert) Jonathan Nestande/Councilmembers 1st Tuesday - 8:30 a.m., ACR

Public Safety Commission (Palm Desert) Jonathan Quintanilla/Councilmembers 2nd Wednesday - 3:30 p.m., ACR

Regional Access Project (RAP) Foundation Board Quintanilla 4th Wednesday - 9:00 a.m. Form 806

Resource Preservation and Enhancement Committee Harnik Nestande/Councilmembers Quarterly – 3:00 p.m., ACR

Retail Subcommittee (Palm Desert) Jonathan Harnik As needed Ad Hoc

Riverside Co. Palm Desert Financing Authority (Mayor) Harnik 2nd Monday - 10:00 a.m., NWCR

Riverside County Overlay Zone Kelly Jonathan As needed

Riverside County Transportation Commissn Harnik Kelly/Councilmembers 2nd Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Form 806

Santa Rosa & San Jacinto Mtns. Natl. Monmt. Cmte. Kelly As needed

SCAG (So. Cal. Assn. of Govts.) Gen. Assy. Deleg.  Kelly Nestande Regional Conf. & Gen. Assy.

Short-Term Rental Subcommittee Kelly, Jonathan As needed (To be determined) Ad Hoc

SMART (Social Media and Related Technologies) Jonathan, Quintanilla As needed

SunLine Transit Agency Board Kelly Harnik/Councilmembers 4th Wednesday - 12:00 p.m. Form 806
Two x Two Comm - North Area Sphere of Influence             (PD 
Cncl & Cathedral City Cncl) Nestande, Jonathan As needed Ad Hoc

Two x Two Committee (City Council & CVWD) Nestande, Kelly As needed Ad Hoc

Two x Two Committee (City Council & DSUSD Board) Nestande, Quintanilla Harnik/Councilmembers As needed Ad Hoc

University Planning and Development Committee Harnik, Nestande Quintanilla Quarterly

Utility Undergrounding Harnik, Jonathan As needed Ad Hoc

Y M C A Board Liaison  (Ex-Officio) Kelly Harnik 3rd Thursday - 4:00 p.m. @ the YMCA

Where "Councilmember" is noted as an Alternate option, Primary Attendee(s) may designate another Councilmember Alternate on a case-by-base basis throughout the year
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